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“April Fool” and Some of

~ the Queer Pranks Which
Have Been Played On
ThatDBay InVanousParts
of the World

§  XNo soomer

‘doth St. All Fools” morn

. approach

But Waggs, cre Phebus mount his
= gil:led coach,

Ih sholes assemble  to - employ t.helr

I.n:scndlng fools to get intelligence:

eri ot the town, .

Apother plgeons’ milk; a third a ;:orwn
~From :st.rollln, cobbler's stall, left
. ame .therc. by chance. .

!l'.'hus -lead: the giddy tribe - a merry

Fes And 10 rewnrd them for thelr harm-
Iess toil’
T].‘m cobhler"no[nta their Ilmbs with.
stirrup oil.

'I’hus by'contrivers inadvertent jcs:
One fool ‘exposcd makKes pastime’ for |
. .the rest.
i -——Poor Roh!n s Alnmnnc. :la..B

FTER— valnly trying to find-an
orlgln for the snly custom of
"fgoling" people on Aprll first
‘w”. B8 the “majority of historians
have come ‘to the conclusion that it
. I8 *a relic of the old Roman Satur-
: nalla.- AIt was at that time ‘that Calus
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and Manlius bent their classic wits to

from Annas'ib Cailaphas;."from Cala-

the task of:fooling one another dur-|phas to Pilate, from Pilate to Herod.

ing that part of the ceremony known

as ‘“the feast of fools."” .

A small number of antiquarians,
however, still eling to other .ideas of
its origin and these are repeatcd here
for what. they are worth. . Some be-
lieve that All Fools” Day originated
with what was known as the “Feast
‘celebrated Im India. This
occurred on March thirty-first, when
the chief diversion of the peo was
to. send their friends on foolish er-
rands, such as sending them letters to
méet a certdin person. at a certain
pnint and then hiding somewhere un-
tll: they . appeared and vaing a, !augh
at their expense.

Still others '‘contend ‘that the da.y
began with..the. mistake of sending
-the dove out: ol ‘the  Ark before the
waters had abated-on the ﬂrst day of
the -month among the ‘Hebrews, . whlch
‘answers to our first oz April, and. to
perpetuata the memory of this deliv-
erance, it was thought. .proper. that
i whoever forgot so remarkable a cir-—

:' cumstance should be punished by be-

ing sent upon an errand similar to
that ineﬂectua.] messa.ge upon which
the bird was sent by ‘the’ Patriarch.

A few cling to thse old legend that
i originated in the time of Christ,
that, the Passion of our Ssviour took
place about this time of th': yvear, and
the Jews sent Christ backward and

forward to mock and torment him— |

and from Herod back again to Pilate,
thus attributing ‘thls ridiculous: or
rather impious ‘custobm to a sacred
subject. To further substantiate their
claim they give the French name for
April fool *"polsson d’Avril”’\ on the
theory. that “poisson? is the corrup-
tion of *passion.”” Such an explana-
tion is as unpleasant as it is' untrue.
for the term ‘Poissons d’Avril” means
exactly what it says—"April fish’'—a
young. fish, therefore easily caught,

ias in English when we use the word

**sucker’”’—a small, fish. -
~Another origin for the custom .
traced to. France.

is
This nation'. took

the lead over all Christendom in com-,

mencing the new year on January
first instead. of March twenty-fifth
Before the cha.nge was made the
merry-making ' culminated ' with a
reast held on Apri! first, when visits
were paid and gifts bestowed. With
the adoption of the reformed calendar
in 1564 New Year's Day was carried
back to January' first and only pre-
tended gifts and gnock ceremoniai
vigits were paid on April first with
the view of making fools of those
who had forgottcn to change the date.
The custom once .started was kept
up even long after its origin had-been
forgotten. .

Fcast ol Fools.

But atter all, these origins must

give way .to a.nclént ‘Rome. torl ‘the

fe;;stlng of fools even though it aec>!

curred on Febrnn.ry aeventeenth is the
nearest thing- to our All Fools' Day.
Although this’ feast ‘took ‘place’ “In
pagan’ times ‘it was.really one of a
series of burlesque festivals which’ are
said to Have been 1ntroduced into the
Christian. ~ Church by Theophylact,
Patriarch of Constandnople, and was
a recrudescence of the “Roman Festa.
In France and Ita.ly a .bishop and
archbishop of fools were elected and

{confirmed witH- a 1ot of buﬂoonery.

after which a pope bf fBols was
chosen.  All sorts ‘of rictous and fm-
pious scenes toolr. p'lace, stich as ‘éat-
Ing sausdges on the alta.r- ﬁnd burning
old shoes'in “the censers.” The people
performed all” aorts of pra.nks on ‘the
streets, being’ carrfed “aAbolit” on- éach

others’ shoulders for:the smusémént|

of the crowd!! The Churches depend-
ing immediately  upon the Holy See
refused’ to permit these. things, .and
happily the custom died, out and the
simple fool.lng ‘'0f peoplé took its! place
and 'is still unlversa.l thrnughout the
world. * # Ak
All Fools' ‘Day In Eighteenth Oenlury

There is little record of All "Fools"
Day pranks in England  until ‘' the
early part of the elghteanth <century.
About this time Addison ‘makes Tef-
erence’ to It, telling ‘how -"a neighbor |
of mine, who ‘is''a ha.berda.shar by
trade and a very sha.llow conceited

I fellow. mkea ﬁls boast: that. for thesvl

Ve Her elde.sr. son ‘went to huy a: half-
‘| penny's. - worth of inkle at a shoe-

i patched half a mile: to  see-a mon-
| ster:”

,;da.ya previcous had come back to life
‘jand could be seen in flesh as a guest;
1of the Black Swan in Holborn.

2 ‘but after all,.

'-::a.me the April fool. &
-'.' On April first, 1810, Lapo]eon mar-

Ll d@'Avril—a young fish—an April fool.

Lten-years consecuth'ely he has mnd»i

about a TYortnight ago for sendln..i
every one - of “her chndr'-'en upon o
sleeuele.s.s errand a5, she terms BB o

makers. the eldest daughter was; ‘dis-

in short, the whole family of
innocent . children were made: April |
fools. * Nay, the landlady herself didl
not: escape him.” :
. Dean Swift,
“Dean :'Swift in . his “Journal . to
Stella’” in 1713, telis how he spent a |
lively evening in ‘contriving an April} §
tool . The scheme was to circulate
a report through their ‘servants. that.
{a” man: who had. been -hanged a. few

He
was anticipating great sport at see-
ing the érowd on theifollowing day,.
he records later, some-
'body ‘tol@ the people that’ the whole
faffalr was a joke and he himself be-

rled Marie, Louise, Archduchess of
Austria, on‘*whlch occasion the” wag-
i zish Parisians called him ‘‘un poisson

|As a memorial of his marriage Na-
ipoleon had a number of medals made
which showed Love tearing a thun-|
derbolt. ' Later these' medals -were
knéwn as April Fool Medals and sev-
eral ‘of them are to be seen In the
French Museums.

‘Royalty lndu!gcrl In The Sport.

“At one time even royally indulged
'in the sport of April fooling, Peter the
'Great in 1719 set about to fool his
‘people by.- building "an’ fmmense pile
of wood in the open square in front
o£ the . pa.]n,cg at Petrogra.d. .This was
cﬂ‘vered with “tar and other inflam-
mablé imaterial. On the morning of
April first ‘he had it set on: fire. The
flames shot High in the air and people
‘came lnto the city by the thousands

not less' than a hundred .tpola. My
it Ia."ldlady had a falling 'out with him:

to assist in* putting out the fire which
they belleved was consuming the: pal-
‘ace.  When ithey reached| the square
‘they were met by eoldiers who shout- |
‘ed—""Sheepheads, pigs, swine,- don-
‘keys! Fall back by order of the
‘Czar! Can’t you unﬂerstand tha.t the_
Little Father -has fooled you? . If is
the first of ZAprily ¥7 = § A XgEc A

4
1 ’f“' ¥
Tower 'D! I&onﬂon .Ioke
Another historic bit of foalins was
when Frantls, Duke of Lorraine, and’
L his duchess e,sc:aped from .prison ‘on
April' first7in the! ﬂtteqnth century.
-They came out of prison disguised as
‘peasants and were recognized by an |
old woman attendant. .- She called to
the soldier- whorwas on guard, telling
him that it was the duka and. duchesa.
“April " fool!””" was' the sentry's an-
swer, and the royel couple went out
undisturbed.  ‘When the guard went
off duty he told the story to his friends
and they'called it a smart trick.” The
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and e\'en while he was laugh.!ng word

none other than the roya.l -prisoners |
and they were now beyond his reach::

In 1860 -all: London was .aroused.
over a c]cver Apni fool tricl: ‘which |
was perpetrﬂ.ted on some of the best
famllies. On  March thirty-first - a
la.rga numbeér of persons received post
cards conyeying. the following invita-
tion:

"TOWER OF LO\'DO\

Admit boarer and friends to view the
annual ceremony of washing-the white
lions on Sunday, April 1st, 1860,

It is particularly requested that no
gratuities be given to the: wardens or
their assistants.

‘‘Entrance at the White Gate.” s

In one corner of ‘the "eard was a;
seal which proved to be the die of an
inverted. sixpence put-on .to glvo the
invitation an official appearance. The.
resulf of ‘the hoax. was greater per-:
haps than the perpetrator i agined it
wpuld be, for it is sald-that hundreds|—
of people went to' the town in re-
rsponse to the invitation and all day.
long cabs rattled about the waJls. the
drivers inqu!rlng for the White Gate.

' “Hunt the Gowk.” P

In Scotland the proverbia] “land ' of
wit and humor, the curlous -practice.

of;*hunting ‘the:gowk!’ iwas in- vogue
for many years. Gowk, originally 'a
cuckoo, means by extension .a - fool, a°
simpleton. - The ‘trick:as played was
for wag 'number ohe. to ‘send his vie-
tim, wag:number two, for some dis-
tance with a letter coutaining-wurds
such as these:

- “This is the first. of Aprl!e—
Hunt the- ‘gowk another: milglf s

‘ After .reading it number two: hands
it to number .thrée and so ‘the letter
passed 'on untllraomebod;,r diacovered
the joke. In writing of. thls a-8cotch

nt

who dids the sending was the, bigger.
fool of the two. .and Bays in' rhyme—-
“It is'a thlng to” 'hei disputed. . §

“Which is the greatest 1001 répuwﬁ-—-

Governor enjoyed the Joke as well |

The ' man who lnnocently went

came to. him' that the pensa.ntx were .

; *rega.rded as refined’ Aprll_too
iltand so common that' tew ‘mén

poet seems ‘to .think.'that” the man |

-

or he that hlm designedly sent’
J'ust. hcrw r.he custom .came. to Amer‘- >

mn.l:t.er. SiF S
: ' 'Amerlcnn Jokm.'fi L
One of the Amerlcan tr:ickg 13'-'.10

glue’ a coin  to the pavement . md‘-.

have people iry to pick it up'I‘hi %

affords the greatest amusement to th' :
street- urchlt*a. ‘Another. is to drﬂ;&’

street 'and thén call out’ "A.prll ]
when o pnsserby picl-cs it up.. A-

hat. ’ 2
. In- t‘he o!d dars the Lbndun"

gamlns dellgﬁtﬁd Incallingiont:&
tlemen who were walking wlt

coat?" 'When the embarrassed.
had twisted himself in all man

ways in trylng 1o find ou’t.tﬁ'

cnat-—-.A»prll fooll’%i ¢ Yeara
the boy ’calls out-w—"Sa,y.._
there's 'somethlhg on your face
when the man gets out. his ha.ud q
chief and.begins’ to rub he 15>
With-—-—““'hy. your. osa s a
face—April toul'" Sendlns pm
the. drugglsts for pigeons’ milk
the bookse}lera for a hlstory’ 3
grandmother are still
practice.” Toaded cigars -
stuffed wtth cotton and

cept'a Havana “Hom a friend on ha
day. and’ mtmy girln distrustsfhg_' HoXxe:
v OV l’-

:ﬂ-. -

ed as funny:in’ this country.qfn]th
1t ‘is. still’ regar*dgd a8 a. clever

OUP hundred years ago there
was not n. wheel of any de-
s"ription on the Amerlcan ‘con-

g;rrowl ¥ suu more—-—thera Wwas not a
‘dra.!t a.nlmal ‘here: that ‘is, one which
nas ua.ed as such. Tha I\orth Amer-
iqzm ‘Indians might have domesticated
‘t!ra poweriul .bisan of the, plains; but
theirimagination did not extend that
ﬁ'r.': “It has been very.aptly sald that,
“Nécesslty \is. the mother of invention'"
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i -a.nd 1t Ioglcally follows that when ne-| la.ter made tor* tra.n:sportin:

Sﬁahlsh were also résp"o'nai._bl'e for the ]
introduction of  the horse, and the
first wheeled *\'ﬁhir:le in- the shape of

: unent- no, not even a wheel-!their "C1rreta.." shown, in one. of the

llluatra.t.lnnz. was' t.aken from one ex-
hibit in the’ Natlohn.l Museum. . .
This cumberaome cart, mada en-
tirely ‘of 'wood, was used extemsively
by the 'Indians: of Mexico and | CATI-
zona, where this tyﬁa of vehlcle ‘18 still
‘made and used today. A lighfer cart,
with spoked wheéils: and shafts, was
treight

et ‘Travms '-‘--

e o b ol . |,

-er jaw to contro! their steeds. :
s The -plains tribes fixed a  contriv-
‘ance of two ‘crossed’ poles over the
horse. " near i{the néck. - the "ends - of
‘Wwhichw dfasged nlong the-.,ground.

Joad. ' Sometimes a amall ‘tent-llke
ca.bin was erected upon these drac-
ging poles, and in moving. or- trave.
ling from place to place. the “children

= = {of the family rode within, while their

d_ev’el,_oy Th ro. Was no urgent ne-
mad ¥ t,ﬁ‘i-'f:ho- raﬂ'npla Mites. "Oof the

--c‘oiivé?unce BHoyond whiat: tHey had

l—tdogs. .
e, thé ﬂrst pack ani-

5k
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-ﬁim;%mhmzcoun
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D uaﬁhol‘d etre
o hi:

“day came::

e

Ynat

ol,' put ins am, nppeamnce.

he' 'United Statcs.

a.r. is nub‘ deﬂnlr.e!g“ knd‘wn.
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: “ﬁrica.ua, 5f,}'e5terday for any .imeans

eir own'- nacks and, the uervices

ArndZon his back
Fofihis" wifé's—was bornef
";whlch were
‘:h,nt. nr“"tenh whon

se days: “there was tfo ~glory
: homemnshipﬂe{fher {n the.
un;,qo::’ chase, forsthat ‘useful eqng;':e

' The
r Iﬁﬂla.ﬁs ofithe far: North,
% kthulr doss and sleds, but no such
'nledd weroe evera med in what is now.
' J ust when the

ne thelr np!ma]. for _work. ,fmllk

| over the northarn :ph!na ‘ot the.Red
River region, and? wa.u ﬂlle& tba “Red
River Cart.”’
Befqre. .and durlnx the use: m! thcse
carts, the, Indlmgot the North: were
ha.ullng their: suppnu of game, sklmu
etc., upon Ingeniously. fitted tp, forked
limbs of stout trau. whlnh formed |
the pﬂmttlva«alngat of’both- Indians |
and eprly, settlers. . Aﬂothur?enrly sied:
is' shown 'in one ot thw!huafmtiona.
which shows mors wnri:mmuhlp than,
the forked hrmch with crm-pleces
ibound on ‘At ' This' latter sled  was
used. by the .early - settlers- for
ievery pm:pose where a_ heayy -load
wasx ‘to- bei hauled over. ‘the SNOW,| B3
well zas for Jighter loads: when there
Was Mo snow.:,-.sleds ivery’ inudhlike
this areused -by the.mnorthern lum-

-z—f"".\' -

ent. ume. and; sevaral ,yo.us of bxen
or pairs- of' hbriuﬁhenr the. burden
of pulling . them. tend oz the men
| aatna shasion. |

herman a.nd . BAD~ gathereru atthe pres- )

mother was ‘homored by =a . posktlon
‘upon the back of the horse.

‘same kind of ‘wheclless vehicle .was'
‘said ‘to! have peen adnpt‘bd for ! Lha
dogs of tha: e&rly Pueblos.! 'l
'rhe Prnlric Schooner..
‘The early: aettlers not only used. the
two-wheeled. carts . for tran_spor:.ing

place to place, but later made four-!
gvheeled “prairie schooners,' nn.med

‘closely reacmbled that  more might
‘be carried In  one wagon than wor%
,poss!ble with ‘thé two-wheelers.!

whola families crdssed * the . ‘great
‘plains of ‘the west, to.seek tho!r rorp
-mne. or 1iving; among wild | bea.sta
‘and ‘savagesl Sometimes these wagon
‘trains stretched out/for a long, dls-
‘tance, and many out-riders on horse-
as back accompanied them for_ guida.ncc
iand’ brotecuon but-thelr old match-
Tock irifiea” could not. be’ reltja.ﬂed as
rquiqkly as the spear or arrow of, the{
vIndian could beé’ in rea.d!ne.sa. 80" trm.'
-emng across ‘the. plains 'was mot a,l-
‘ways free’ trom danguru of redsklns.»
+ “While the most: primitive carts, ln-
trnduced first’ Int.o Mexlco. ;were vary
heavy. and cumbersome,. ‘much lighter |

atternof the heavy ones.;'One
nghtur vehidles;swhich was

Upen these | long poies they bound‘
cross—stlcks upon ~which to ‘place a]s

i This get- |
* |up was called: horse-travols; and! the

thelr ‘families - ‘and their effecéts from |-
‘after the boats whlch thelr bodies:

In:
‘th'ese picturasque “pra.irie-achooners ;

;ohes ‘were later made: atter tho ge.neral S

Four Hundred Years A 0 Not a Wheel On Th Contment S amards Intro-
- duced First Horses Burros and Wheeled Carts ---The “Red Ri'\‘rér
Cart--Early Sleds Used By Indians and Settlers - The Horse_
“Prairie Schooners ’~-0ldStage. Coach-Steam* i - e Al ety

S Inventmns = Rallroads and Cars —"'I‘hs_ Auto__rsoblle

Br HARRY B. anmm)
glnn}n: ‘of. ca.rrlage-ma.king' --in tha

United States, a.nd.wheﬁ suppiied with|-

zood Springs, nmisde ‘a’ “comfortable
means of convevance “P6T tWo persons.
with a ‘rackiih the irear .tor ‘alll neces-
sary. bagzﬂ-ge. «(The' . 1Nustration
shown was:- drn.wn from"one of the

very early |models. exht‘bited ln the |

National Museum.)’ | ’I'hls ~aar13;’model-
wlth.out steel sprlng'a. m have, beéen
a veri-ta.ble "rough ridar" (n those by-

. L N wl ¥, ks L oy e ~

e i o e liey LeS TG )

was made by Ollver Dvans of “Phil-

Quitse . pra.ctica.l cne Was. manu-

[ opet

1897

+The mﬁmt iron-ra.ﬂ track 3 !n

‘gone . dm ‘whdn"rdads 1n tﬁiu»’cqunlm. ln .1830 th’o t'lrst A.mer!ca.n Iocomo‘uve

were in as prhnitl.vo a ,condltion
wa.gon ma.nufacturlng._-"' Sieis
b mswrl c S‘tngu._. Opich 2
1 'I'ha old h,l.ltoricaqagencmh _i!{q.ﬂe
lts apnw&nc&- u.bout t.he

“X

besi nlns

' --pnt Int zgamml ‘use’ thr

the Unitéd *Btates.' . Its’ -s
‘body was mnﬁe.nded..a.bnva ‘the:
work ‘of’ithe’ —support.h:ls' '-’pu.rts; iby
‘means o) *great leather. st:ra.ps. ;nd
these added greatly todthe ease of the

‘occupants iwithin. To: thess' ncua.éhel.

el Balt:lmEfd “Ald., ana «tlus wn.s “the nrst

as | was' ’cnnsu‘ucted by 'Pater Cooper in

locomuﬂvo to ca.rnr pasaena:ars on. ﬂzu-
ulde :o: ':_the Atlantic ocean.

111836,

corded that. the ﬁrst stea.m c-a.r‘riag&
adelphia’{in 1787, while [it'seems the| -

factured by the Stanley Steam Car-| .
rin.ge Compa.ny ot Newton. Ma.sa.. in

the o

United States was [ald’ in 1826 from '
the quarries at" Qulncy. ‘Masss’a track
.':I:our m“l]es long. custing $50 000 :a.nd

I road" and steﬂ.mshlp companies bega
to1 develop a.nd handle ‘more’ buslnesa

The ﬁrlt ' _‘

‘road track had) been completed in gxhe
United. States, but sthe: speed of. t-'-x.lns
‘had’ not’ pa.s.aad mich’ a.“hpve ,;he e en-
t.y-ﬂve mlle an hour Aimit. ' "The ‘first |
sleeplng ‘car’ came during th -___ygan
‘Lut the. Pnllma.nu Ea.'la.ca Cn.r
-wa.'l.ted-_ until’ v_ery,' ‘nea.rly..;a. -gengm

: ~Steum Rauways Apﬁear |

:By 1835 one thouaa.nd miles of rail-

| some yeai
\...Lpa.rt.-: Q:,,the country, but

rore ‘the ﬂrat elbctri
syxtem superseded the: c
method in' Wa.shlngton.-
‘locomotives' hdves bee ,iﬁ_q:“__
. for short.runs :

While the ﬂrst 3treet horsa-r-a.llroa.d»

was opened on Fourth *~avenue._ )uew
York ‘way: back in I832, the elava.ted
street rallwa.yn 'were not erected. .there
until A877-78.°

and water greatly lncremd. and-—ra:ﬂ-

Considerlnr this wonaertul‘ dev'elop
m‘ent a.nd wide apphc.a.tion ‘of . the

‘steam, ensine, 1t s stra.nxe”"lndeéd? et
tha.t ther autornoblle did - ‘not u.rrive’ Voo 2asy
until 80 late a dute'"’lt ha.a only been :

during tha ,pa.at. ﬂnean yea.rs, oT. les:

er: the develp:pment., oh;ho .gas. en-;
gine;” tha.t ‘the automobila bu.ainm hasg
ui‘ken! on luc‘h immenae proport.lomia

four'7or more hotses were harnessed, |

and the weéary tyips from-——<PHiladél>
‘phla ; t_o:*Plt.f.lburs‘ »iioriibetween nu-
merous.

and ‘behingd’ the big stage.!

It zoes ; wlth_out ‘BAYINE:

‘6thér “points,  weré ‘»under-'_' &%
taken.-iﬁﬁh {agxage *puéu,dpwn top'|.
1y '1 & A I
that u-wal-.
cand tudtou- {in’ thoke.

‘| opment o: 'r.haf "thlrd rali“

Wlth the auccesslw -
lmpro\rementa in the - a.ppucation “of:
stea.m.» tmnsporta.t!on “both ‘on la.‘.nr] ¢

n;ator—cyclesr ‘etc.
lion autdrncﬂii}ga :
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